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• To improve awareness, identification, and safeguarding of 
child victims

• Improve understanding of:
• National and International legislation

• Types of child trafficking 

• Indicators of child trafficking

• How to refer and protect victims

Child Trafficking Training 

Objectives:  



Children’s workforce - Duty to Identify

“All practitioners who come into contact with children in 
their everyday work need to be able to recognise children 
who have been trafficked and be competent to act and 

support and protect these children from harm”  
DCSF: Safeguarding Children Who May Have Been Trafficked 2011



“Trafficking is a complex form of child abuse and it is 
essential that agencies proactively work together to 
identify, assess and help trafficked children to recover 

from their ordeal.”
The then Chair of the London Safeguarding Children Board, Cheryl Coppell



Training Format:

• About CFAB

• Definition of child trafficking

• Indicators

• Referral process – National Referral Mechanism

• Working with victims and reintegration

Child Trafficking Training 



CFAB and International Social Work
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What we do:



Human Trafficking Statistics:  

Estimates put the number of victims of trafficking in the UK at 

around 13,000 (Home Office Chief Scientific Adviser, 
Professor Bernard Silverman, 2013)

2,340 referrals to UK Central Authority for trafficking in 2014

30% approximately, were referrals for minors.



Children As Young As 12 
Trafficked Around UK To Sell Drugs: 
(Sky News report)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH5YAvmyPkc



Legal Background: Palermo Protocol 
(ratified by the UK in 2006) 

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress & Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children (2000)

“Trafficking of persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat of 
or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or 
of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 
consent of a person having control over another person, for the 
purpose of exploitation. 

“Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age. 



Palermo Protocol, Article 3:

• Even when a child understands what has happened,
they may still appear to submit willingly to what they
believe to be the will of their parents or accompanying
adults. It is important that these children are still
protected.

• Article 3 (c) “The recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of
exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons”
even if this does not involve any of the means set forth
in subparagraph (a) of this article;”

• A trafficked child caught engaging in criminality is a 
victim not a criminal.



Key Indicator - Children

Movement Exploitation

Trafficking

Movement for the 
purpose of exploitation

‘Movement’ 
across international borders 

or within UK borders



Smuggling vs Trafficking

• Smuggling: The relationship between the person entering and 
the agent who smuggled them comes to an end once the 
cost of the journey has been paid and they have arrived. 

• In trafficking cases that relationship persists AFTER they have 
arrived.

• Smuggling is illegal. Trafficking can occur alongside 
smuggling. Not every victim of trafficking was smuggled. 
Trafficked victims can enter with legal documents. Trafficking 
can be disguised as potential job opportunities. 



The Council of Europe Convention 
on Trafficking (UK implemented in April 2009)

• Article 10
Requires member states to provide mechanisms to identify victims of 
trafficking

• Article 10.3
When the age of the victim is uncertain and there are reasons to 
believe that the victim is a child, he or she shall be presumed to be a 
child and shall be accorded special protection measures pending 
verification of age.

• Article 16.7
Child victims shall not be returned to a State, if there is an indication, 
following a risk and security assessment, that such a return would 
not be in the best interests of the child.



National Legislation

• Borders, Citizenship Immigration Act 2009, section 55

• Sexual Offences Act 2003 – 14yr maximum penalty

• Asylum and Immigration Act (2004) – introduced 
offence ‘trafficking for exploitation’

• Children’s Act 1989 – s17, s20, s47, private fostering, 
parental responsibility

• Modern Slavery Bill



Example 1
In September, West Yorkshire Police began a fresh investigation into the case
of a girl who was groomed from the age of 13 and was trafficked to towns in
the region. Her mother, who for legal reasons can only be identified as
"Sarah", said the process began in 2007 and her "world fell apart" because of
her daughter's ordeal. "We used to beg her not to go out, because she was
begging and pleading and then actually took a knife to herself and said she
would harm herself if she couldn't get out of the house," Sarah explained.

"These men had such a hold over her, that was it, they had her.“’

Sarah said she repeatedly called the police but no proper action was taken 
and on occasions her daughter and the family were themselves "blamed".

"Some officers would say [to her daughter]: 'What do you keep going back 
for, you must like what you are doing.‘ "I was absolutely appalled, absolutely 
disgusted.“ Sarah's daughter fell pregnant to one of the perpetrators. None 
of the men who groomed her has so far been caught.
BBC (2014)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-30638168



Example 2
Housing worker smuggled baby to get council flat

A woman who bought a baby boy in Nigeria for £150 and smuggled him
to the UK in an attempt to get a free council flat was sentenced to 26
months in prison yesterday.

… After buying the child Sandberg used a forged birth certificate to get a
visa for him from the British high commission in Nigeria, her native country.

Within hours of landing at Heathrow airport Sandberg, a support worker at
Kensington Housing Trust who had been living in a hostel, was at Ealing
council's homeless persons unit, cradling the child in her arms. She claimed
she had returned to Africa in December 2006 to give birth and needed a
flat for herself and her "son".

But the court heard she was immediately recognised by Lizette Reddy, a
housing officer. Reddy remembered Sandberg, who has joint Nigerian
and Swedish nationality, as not being pregnant when she saw her two
months earlier.

Guardian (2008)
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2008/may/17/ukcrime.internationalcrime



Example 3

Three men have been rescued after apparently being forced 
to live in squalid conditions and work for little or no pay in a 
new case of alleged slavery on travellers’ sites.

The men, a Briton and two Eastern Europeans, were freed on
Sunday following a series of raids on camps in the Bristol area
after a tip-off sparked a five-week police operation into forced
labour and human trafficking.

Police said they may have been forced to live in squalid
caravans and forced to carry out paving work for little pay.

The arrests follow a number of cases involving the forced
labour of the vulnerable at traveller camps that have gone to
court over the past two years, using new legislation designed
to make it easier to prosecute modern-day slave-keepers.

The Independent (2013)
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/police-rescue-three-male-slaves-from-traveller-sites-8991784.html



Thousands of African child migrants feared in thrall to Italian traffickers

“Most of the Eritrean children refuse to be identified by the authorities on
arrival in the country because the Dublin Convention doesn’t allow them
to claim asylum in other countries if they have been registered in Italy,”
says Elvira Lovino, director of Centro Astalli, a migrants shelter in Catania.

According to migrant rights activists, many children who escape, or are
lured out of emergency shelters or foster homes by the promise of
employment, end up working in conditions of forced labour, packing
boxes of tomatoes in basements or greenhouses in Sicily.

Others head for cities and towns across Italy. The Guardian followed the
trail of migrant children from Sicily to Rome, where young Egyptian
teenagers were found working for a few euros an hour at the train station
and fruit and vegetable markets. Some said they were told by their
traffickers where to find work to pay off their debts before they left for
Europe
Guardian (2014)
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/oct/17/african-child-migrants-italian-traffickers-forced-labour-sexual-
exploitation

Example 4



Example 5
Three children from Vietnam who were trafficked to the UK and forced to 
work for criminal gangs have had their criminal convictions quashed

The children were arrested after police raids on cannabis factories and later
convicted of drug offences. The judge said they were victims of a "vile trade
in people" and should not have been prosecuted.

One of the children, now 18, said he had been brought to England in a
freezer container. In 2011 he told police he was "relieved to see them" when
he was arrested at a house in Bristol where cannabis was being grown. The
court found his criminal activities were "integral" to his status as a trafficked
child.

Another victim, 18 at the time, was caught tending to cannabis plants in
Harrow in 2009 after escaping from the care of Kent County Council two
years earlier. He was sentenced for two years in a young offenders institution.
The third was sentenced to eight months' detention after he was found
barefoot by police near to a house full of cannabis plants. He admitted
looking after the crop but said he did not know it was illegal.

Neighbours had reported seeing the 16-year-old being taken from the house
with his hands bound by a group of men in Mansfield last March.
BBC (2013)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-22999230



Example 6
“In 2007 there was a case in which a girl, 17 years old, was treated as a
house domestic slave. She had been married and brought here. We were
contacted via the FMU and identified where she was, but the family was
obstructive and did not let us enter the house. She was being used as a
domestic slave. She was made to do all the work and cleaning and her
mother in law and husband were verbally and physically abusive towards
her.

She was not allowed out or the opportunity to learn English and was very
isolated. We have found that in some cases the abuse comes from the in-
laws and mothers-in-law. The girls are forced to do household chores and
receive no education and have no communication outside family
– they are not even allowed out of the family home.”
(Detective Constable, Metropolitan Police, 9.6.08)

STOLEN FUTURES: TRAFFICKING FOR FORCED CHILD MARRIAGE IN THE UK (ECPAT UK)
http://www.ecpat.org.uk/sites/default/files/stolenfutures_ecpatuk_2009.pdf



Types of Trafficking
Sexual exploitation 
Brothels, massage parlours, 
night clubs, child abuse 
images, mainly girls, but limited 
research about boys.

Domestic Servitude
Household chores, caring for 
children/elderly, link to private 
fostering arrangements.

Forced Labour 
Agriculture, restaurants, 
construction sites, long hours, 
hazardous 

Forced Criminality 
Pick-pocketing, ATM theft, 
cannabis farms, organised 
crime run by gangs

Fraud
Benefit fraud, illegal adoptions

Forced Marriage 
To marry older men, sexual and 
domestic servitude



Why is Trafficking Possible? 

Resources and Financial Gain

Poverty

Crisis

Dysfunctional families

Cultural attitudes 

Ease of movement across borders

Inadequate identification and enforcement action



UN Human Rights: ‘Survivors of 
Human Trafficking’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5u2IUF8JUw



Difficulties with Identifying Victims

• Victims are often extremely vulnerable with complex
phsychological, emotional, and health needs.

• Victims often have a strong mistrust of individuals in authority.

• Children will not understand the concept of trafficking or
identify themselves as a victim.

• Children are unlikely to disclose that they have been trafficked.

• Professionals or community members fear making the situation
worse for child.

• Disclosure from children can take time and a relationship of
trust and safety needs to be established.



How are children controlled?
• Violence and threats
• Isolation
• Confiscation of the child’s identity documents
• Grooming –e.g. online

Some children will appear to consent to their own exploitation:
• May be receiving some payment
• May enjoy freedom, independence
• Fear of being prosecuted for criminal activity, fear of 

authority 
• Circumstances might be better than experiences back home 

/ Children might have nothing to return to
• Will not want to be seen as having failed



How are children recruited?

• Families can make arrangements:
• Promises of education, respectable work, better life 

elsewhere
• Debt bondage

• Children will sometimes appear to consent
• Better life, send money back home to family

• Kidnapping



Tobecki grew up in Nigeria in the care of her aunt and uncle there because her parents died in a
car crash when she was young. When she was 11 years old, her aunt sent her to live in the UK with
another aunt. The agreement was that Tobeki would get a UK education and settle in the UK while
helping her aunt, who had 3 children under 6 years of age and was struggling to cope.

Tobecki said that she was not able to say goodbye to her grandparents and siblings before leaving
for the UK. At the airport, she was given a passport with a tourist visa to enter the UK and she
travelled with a woman who she had not met before. Tobecki was told to call this woman her
godmother if she was asked at the UK Border.

In the UK, Tobecki was registered in school. For the first few weeks, she enjoyed going to school.
However, after staying with her aunt for about 2 months, she began to become very tired and was
unable to focus. She tried to help with the care of her cousins but there were endless tasks and
Tobecki began to feel that her aunt was not happy with her. Tobecki started skipping school in
order to be more helpful at home.

A teacher inquired with Tobecki about her absences from school. Tobecki explained that she was
living with her aunt and her 3 young cousins. She said that she wanted to go back to her family in
Nigeria because she missed her grandparents and siblings and had not been able to speak with
them since she arrived in the UK. Tobecki reported that while living with her aunt she had “been
through a lot” and that her aunt had threatened to put her on the street because she was
becoming a burden to her. Tobecki told her teacher that she was afraid of disappointing her family
and asked the teacher not to tell anyone.

Tobecki’s teacher observed that the child was quiet and timid, had not made many friends at
school, and did not participate in any out of school activities.

Possible Indicators of Trafficking: Case Study 1 



Possible indicators a child may 
have been trafficked:

Refer to the National Referral Mechanism matrix

Suspicious circumstances surrounding travel and care:

• Has had their journey or visa arranged by someone other than 
themselves or their family.

• Has no passport or other means of identification or false 
documents.

• Has entered the country illegally.

• Is being cared for by adult/s who are not their parents. The 
relationship between the child and their adult carers is 
uncertain.



Suspicious possessions, relationships, movement:

• Possesses money and goods not accounted for.

• Receives unexplained/unidentified phone calls whilst in care.

• Has gone missing from local authority care or is absent from 
placement with no good reason.

Concerning behaviour:

• Is withdrawn and refuses to talk.

• Is engaged in criminal activity

• Shows signs of sexualised behaviour or language.

Possible indicators a child may 
have been trafficked (2):



If you suspect a child has been 
trafficked
• Discuss with your safeguarding lead or manager.
• Identify any immediate risk of abuse – make immediate referral to 

Children Services/Police if necessary.
• Has a Common Assessment been completed recently? Is there a 

lead professional appointed? Complete relevant assessment (CAF 
or Initial Assessment)

• If you are unsure, use risk assessment matrix (NRM referral or 
London Safeguarding Trafficking Children Toolkit 2011

• Referral to Children’s Services or Police as appropriate.
• Build relationship of trust.
• Keep accurate and timely notes. Record dates, contact 

information, names, port of entry.
• Referral to National Referral Mechanism.



Working directly with victims
• Adapt your approach to put the victim at ease.

• Try to communicate in the victim’s first language, but carefully select 
interpreters (use official interpreters from National Register)

• Avoid changes in personnel so one professional can build relationship.

• Use female workers for female victims.

• Ensure the victim understands each stage of the process.

• For interviews, ensure victim is fit for interview, use neutral spaces, consider
pace of interview, do not use uniforms.

• Identification and referral process may mimic aspects of what happened 
(good life, movement, etc).

• Barnardos - Provides training.

• National Referral Mechanism website http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/about-
us/what-we-do/specialist-capabilities/uk-human-trafficking-centre/best-practice-guide



BREAK



Myths and Facts

• One criteria for trafficking is that the child must have moved 
across international borders.
Myth

• Exploitation without movement is not trafficking.
Fact

• If a child is attending school they are not trafficked.
Myth

• A child who entered the country legally is not trafficked.
Myth



Myths and Facts

• Frequently going missing is an indicator of trafficking.
Fact

• Entering the country illegally is an indicator of trafficking.
Fact

• If a child consents to the arrangement, they are not trafficked.
Myth

• A child’s parents cannot also be their trafficker.
Myth

• If a child’s parents have made the arrangement, it is not 
trafficking.
Myth



The National Referral Mechanism (NRM)

• A process to identify individuals who may be
potential victims of trafficking (PVoT) and provide
them with the protection and support to which they
are entitled under the Council of Europe Convention
on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings.

• Adopted in the UK in 2009 to meet international 
obligations.

• The process starts when a designated ‘first
responder’ refers a potential victim of trafficking to
one of two separate, but linked, UK Competent
Authorities



Central Authorities

In the UK, the Central Authorities are:

• The UK Human Trafficking Centre deals with referrals
from the Police, Local Authorities and Non
Governmental Organisations (NGOs).

• The Home Office deals with referrals identified as part
of the immigration process.



First Responders

A referral to the NRM must come from a designated ‘first 
responder.’

In the UK, ‘first responders’ are:

• National Crime Agency
• Police forces
• UK Border Force
• Home Office Immigration and Visas
• Gangmasters Licensing Authority
• Local Authorities
• Health and Social Care Trusts (Northern 

Ireland)
• Salvation Army
• Poppy Project

• Migrant Help
• Medaille Trust
• Kalayaan
• Barnardos
• Unseen
• TARA Project (Scotland)
• NSPCC (CTAC)
• BAWSO
• New Pathways
• Refugee Council



• 6 pages with 4 sections

• Tick Box Risk Assessment Matrix with potential
indicators under the heading of Child
Development, Parenting Capacity, Family and
Environment

Completed forms should be sent to the UK Human 
Trafficking Centre (UKHTC)  
UKHTC@nca.x.gsi.gov.uk

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-
referral-and-assessment-forms

Referral Form for NRM 



Reasonable Grounds

• “I suspect but cannot prove”

• The Reasonable Grounds decision is based on the
information supplied on the referral form.

• The Central Authority aims to make this decision
within 5 working days of receiving the referral.



Conclusive Decision

• 45 day recovery and reflection period – CA gathers more 
information.

• Can request extension

• Where appropriate, outstanding immigration issues including 
asylum claims conducted in parallel

• Additional information used to make a conclusive decision.

• “it is more likely than not” that the individual is a victim of human 
trafficking (threshold for decision)

• The first responder and the potential victim will both be notified of 
the decision. If the referred person is conclusively identified as a 
victim of trafficking, what happens next will depend on their 
wishes.



Child Trafficking: NRM Flow Chart 

First Responder makes NRM 
referral to UKHTC Ask for Review of

Decision;

Challenge decision 
by judicial review;

Asylum or Human 
Rights claims 
considered. 

Reasonable Grounds decision 
within 5 days

45 day Reflection and 
Recovery period. 

UKHTC or UKBA  further 
investigation

Conclusive decision

One year renewable residence 
permit No residence permit



First responder

Competent Authority

Reasonable Grounds

Conclusive Decision - 45-day reflection period

National Referral Mechanism

Child Trafficking

Smuggling

Palermo Protocol

Activity:
Match the phrase to the correct definition(s) 



What next?
• Co-operating with police enquiries

• Grant of discretionary leave to remain in the UK

• Returning home

If the referred person is not found to be a victim?

• Local Authority remain responsible for meeting identified protection 
needs regardless of Competent Authority (NRM) judgement.

• Dependent on the circumstances they may be referred to the 
appropriate law enforcement agency – police or Home Office.

• Support to voluntarily return to their country of origin. The person 
can also be offered support to return to their country if they have 
been trafficked and do not wish to stay in the UK.

• Relevant immigration process (e.g. aslyum continues)



Referral to NRM – when?

• Relevant safeguarding assessments completed (e.g. CAF)

• Referral to Local Authority has been made

• Safeguarding needs have been met 

• Child in safe environment

• Gained child’s trust

• Have complete story and inaccuracies clarified

• Child does not have to consent to NRM referral



Human Trafficking NRM Statistics:  
Adults and Minors (2014)

2,340 referrals to the NRM over the year

96 countries of origin over the year

From January - September:
485 out of 1,703 (just over 28%) were identified as 
having been trafficked (‘positive conclusive’ 
decision)

Some decisions still pending 



Human Trafficking NRM Statistics –
Minors’ Characteristics

671 referrals to the NRM regarding a minor (approx 30% 
of all referrals)

Most common countries of origin:
Albania (117)
Vietnam (109)
United Kingdom (72)
Slovakia (72)

Gender:
348 (52%) females, 323 (48%) males



Human Trafficking NRM Statistics –
Minors’ Characteristics (2)
The exploitation types:

• Unknown exploitation (236) 
• Labour exploitation (206) 
• Sexual exploitation (157)
• Domestic servitude (71) 
• Organ harvesting (1)

Referrals to NRM came from:

Home Office (207)
UKBF (72)
Police (182) 
Local Authority (143)
NGO/Third Sector (67)
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/publications/national-referral-mechanism-statistics/502-national-referral-mechanism-
statistics-end-of-year-summary-2014/file



Trafficked children who are in care

• Assess the child’s vulnerability to the continuing influence/control 
of the traffickers

• Location of the child must not be divulged

• NEVER place suspected trafficked children in B&B

• Foster carers/residential workers specialised and must be vigilant

• Establish the child’s wishes and long-term plans for the future –
determine the child’s best-interest through assessment of risks & 
opportunities if remain in the UK / return to family.

• Consider if the family is involved in the child’s trafficking

• Is a legal order required to share parental responsibility? Who 
has parental responsibility for the child?



Missing Children
Trafficked children often go missing.
When victims are identified, appropriate action should be taken to secure 
safe accommodation:

• Risk assessment taking into account risk of absconding.

• Place child in a different location to where they were found. Location must 
remain confidential.

• Mobile phones and other communication devices removed or monitored.

• Trained specialist foster carers.

• Multi-agency approach to monitor child’s behaviour and look for signs that 
they might abscond.

Social Work assessment should consider if a legal order is appropriate. Use 
section 31 if the child’s parents are not contactable or you cannot verify 
identity. If a child goes missing:

• Make missing child referral to police.
• Communicate with other professionals involved – police lead



Private Fostering
Children’s Act 2004 definition: When a child under the age of 16 (or
18 if disabled) is cared for in a private arrangement by someone who
is not a close relative for a period of 28 days or more. A close relative
is a parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt or uncle.

A child can be privately fostered within the UK, or across international 
borders (legislation is specific to the UK)

If a child is privately fostered, the carer and parent have a legal duty
to notify the local authority. The local authority have a duty to assess
the placement and monitor at regular intervals.

Most children in private fostering arrangements are safe and well,
and benefit from the arrangement. However, privately fostered
children are very vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. Child
trafficking, particularly domestic servitude, benefit fraud, and sexual
exploitation, might be hidden within a private fostering arrangement.



Is this child trafficking?

What are the indicators?

What type(s) of exploitation is the child at risk of?

What are the next steps?

What needs might the child have and how can these be 
addressed?

What should be considered in determining the best long‐term 
plan for the child?

Questions



A family consisting of the father and his two children (4 and 2 years)
present to the Local Authority because the father states that they are
homeless.

The Local Authority provide them with emergency housing. The father is
from Egypt and the two children have EEA rights through their mother,
who is German. The Local Authority contact the mother and meet with
her, confirming that the parents are separated and the mother states she
cannot look after the children because she suffers from drug addiction.
The Local Authority verify the documents provided and conclude that the
parents are the children’s birth parents. The father and children continue
to be housed by the Local Authority because the father has no
entitlements in the UK due to his immigration status.

The Local Authority become concerned that it appears the father does
not bring the children outside to play and is not stimulating them. The
children are often ill. The Local Authority complete further assessments
and learn that the children had previously been living with their maternal
grandparents in Germany. The mother says that she brought the children
to the UK to help the father’s immigration status.

Case Study 2 



You are a teacher and notice that one of your students, Thomas, 
who is 8 years old, is frequently absent from school, appears tired, 
and often does not have enough food for lunch. 

When you speak with Thomas, you learn that he lives with his
parents and has one older sibling. Thomas says that he moved to
the UK with his parents when he was 2 years old and does not
remember life in the country where he was born. When you ask
Thomas about his home life, you sense that his parents discipline
him very strictly and treat him differently from his older sibling.

Thomas’ parents are British citizens. The school has a photocopy of 
Thomas’ birth certificate, but it is not clear. The parents refuse to 
present to you Thomas’ passport and original birth certificate, 
saying they were lost and they have not yet applied for new 
documents.

Case Study 3 



Van Thi is a 16 year old Vietnamese girl. She has presented at a
police station stating that she has just escaped from her traffickers
having been forced into prostitution for the past 4 months. Van Thi is
now pregnant and says she fears for her life.

Van Thi says that she came to the UK to attend secondary school
and obtain a UK education. Her parents sold most of their land in
Vietnam and took out a loan to fund her journey. She was living with
her aunt and going to school for about 1 year. However, when she
started dating an older man, her aunt kicked her out of the home.
She moved in with her boyfriend, who then brought her to a brothel
where she was kept locked up.

Van Thi adamantly wants to return to her family in Vietnam because
she says they will be worried about her and because she wants to
be with her family when she gives birth. She says that she is afraid
her traffickers will find her in the UK, but if she is in Vietnam, she will
be out of their reach.

Case Study 4 



Reintegration to Country of Origin
• Decision to return must be made on the basis of the best interests of the 

child

• Carry out a risk assessment and examine how safe it is for the child to 
return and what the other options are for long term care.
• Establish relevant information about child’s background
• Understand reasons why child has come to the UK
• Consider risk/opportunities in country of origin and risk/opportunities 

if child remains in the UK
• Child’s wishes

• Risk of re-trafficking
• What are they returning to
• Were parents involved
• Debt bondage

• Involve overseas social services/NGOs

• If the child is subject to a legal order, seek advice on habitual 
residency and jurisdiction matters



National Guidance – Further reading:

• LSCB “Safeguarding Trafficked Children Toolkit” (revised 2011)

• DFE Guidance “Care of Unaccompanied and Trafficked 
Children”

• UK Human Trafficking Strategy 2011

• Home Office & DFE “Safeguarding children who may have been 
trafficked”

• National Occupational Standards for Modern Slavery

• Modern Slavery Bill (in Parliament)

• First national police guidance on investigating modern slavery 
(consultation)

• Advocates for Trafficked Children pilot project



Conclusion

• Trafficking = movement + exploitation

• Child trafficking is child abuse – make referral to Children Services

• Be vigilant to identify potential victims

• Adapt approach to the victim and gain trust over period of time

• Refer to the NRM and collate information carefully

• Assess child’s needs and offer support, including legal advice,
immigration advice, counselling, health. Is there a need for a legal
order – use section 31?

• Return to country of origin is possible after positive risk & best-interest
assessment.



Call our FREE Advice Line 

Call 020 7735 8941
Monday to Friday 

10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Contact us

Website: www.cfab.org.uk
Email: info@cfab.org.uk
www.facebook.com/CFABUK

@CFABUK


